KOT NOTES TC THE TEXT OF MARK LAKE 
ON LEE HARVEY OSWALD 
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Sources 
’ Source, 

Source, 

How do lire know? i.e, tht the entire case was resented to the public and press. 
How often arid on wiV't dates did they state this 2 
Is this document aviable for photostating 2 
Page no, M-nr Turk Tines, Nov. 2?, 1963 
Page no. How York Herald Tribune, Nov. 2?, 1963 
Ob. Louis Past Pispoiohj Poc. 1, 1 ?6_3, ?. 1 

The word ‘irrefutable* is a ,■ questionable ad; active. Has this evidence 
not been refuted by the autopsyj 

•Concluded* of «at first a3Sumcjd?t 

Page no 0 New York Times, Nov 26, 1963 

•Quickly?* can you be more specific? 

Date and source of wirephoto. 
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Did anyone specify "first" ballot? 
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17. 


Did anyone say ’toward* 
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A t what date? 
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•Every* is a little too broad. 
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Ihe Dos. 6 Isaac who old have ordinally 






probably closed Kav. 29. 
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•None* is too Droad a termi 
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22. 


Date and nr-ttrc-e. 
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23. 


Which reporters? 
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Do porters or employees, nemos * 
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25. 


Autopsy performed by whom? 
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Source - Dudnan? 
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Source => Dudman? 
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28. 


Which Doctors? 
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29. 


la this generally agreed by doctors? 




(7) 30. Would all doctors agree on this? 



(7) 31. 8 Every* should be changed to "the three "J 

(7) 32* You have not proven thl3j 



(8) 33. 



We need a digram of the area. Do you have one ? 



(8) 3h, If you be!! love she is the woman in the pink coat in the foreground of 

picture on page 13 of UPI "First Ibur Days", then she was not closest 
wnen the first shot was fired. 



(8) 35. 



Her first name and address? 



(8) 36. Establish that the is the woman in the dirk coat in the fere ground of 

picture on page 1/ \Ur__ => "Pour Davs")<j hood her address* Gin she get her 
pictures bacii Iren t.10 iiilj (She should hive right to them ■= ast others 
have profited from such pictures.) ~ ' 



(8) 37. Wasn’t Jack Longuth there also? (Dallas Wi Tiiras man) 



(8) 38. Check quote (SR* Jan. 11.) Does Wicker now have any c emment ? 



(8) 39. Page no. Texas Observer* Nov t 29* 1963 



(8) i;0. Is this the sane policeman Wicker observed? 



( 9 ) Hu When was this statement published? Does he still stand by it? there 
was he standing when the shot 3 were fired? 
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Are they shown in pictures? 




(?) U3. Karnes? Did you talk with them personally? 



( 9 ) Check quote. 



(ID) n5, ' When, Who? 



(10) 1|6. Check this paragraph with life (Feb. 21, p„ 80’) - on Oswald) which gives 
Campbell's story. 



(ID) k7» Date, page.? 



(10) 1±8« Cajiqioelli or.ii.tied this in his account to life (Feb* 21, P. 80) 



(10) k9 Is this affidavit aviable .for photostat? 



(10 X" 50. *he* or ’we*. Doss l hs T refar to n ,r..an swspoche-d of firing the shots or 
officer Weitssian? 



(10 ) 51, Does Truly now have any doubts? 



(11) 52. What about the people- who thought they saw a gun in in or proturding from 
the sirrth floor window? 



(11) 53. Where was he at the time? 



(11) 5U. Is this Waldo's published account? If it is what is tthe date and page? 



(11) 55. Was this on they* police teletype? 



(11) 56, 



Has this agent testified? 




(12) 57» Are photography avaible to 3rofes±ajfcz confirm this2 



(12 ) 58* Give name of a ballistics expert who can check this entire section* I 
have one in mind* 



(12) 59* When, where? 



(12) 60. Do you have the affidavit? What do experts say 'about UFI pictures of 

Weitzman holding the rifle? 
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61. 


The 23rd. ? 


(12) 


62. 


figures on Dallas warder i-’+e. 
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63* 


Can anyone ask hia tnis quasiion ? 
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Source? 
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65. 


Page No. ? 
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66. 


Date of FBI report.? 
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67. 


Milan source. 
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Page no© NY Times, Nov. 23, 1963 
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When, v/here, to whcm? 



(lit) 70. When, where to whoa? 
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71* Published in “L’Europeo”. 



72 . When and where? 

73 «' Do you havG clips? Dallas Times Herald, Not. 25, I 963 

?li. Do you have clips, few York World Telegram and Sun, Nov. 25, I963 

75. Have hot ss®n any statement printed on this* Do you have source and 

clips * 



(15) 7 6. 

(15) 77. 

(16) 72. 



Is Whaley’s log a viable for inspection and photostat.? 



Need z*352s clips. Do you have an expert cn the paraffin test section? 



Is this report, uviaola for photostats erE T inspection? 



(16) 79. fee re did Life obtain its account of the murder (Fob. 21, 1961;) 

(16) 3d. Clips from newspapers if you have. 

(16) 81 Clips on the first account of Tippet’s death. New York Times Nov. 23., 1963. 

(17) 82. Who, is affidavit a viable? 

(17) 83* life (Feb 0 21) puotes eye-witness Helen Markham as identifying Oswald. 

(17) 81;. Date, page etc. (Feb. 23d., JA ?) 



(1?) 85. Are you sura the press totally ignored these events? 




(18) 86. Suggest cutting this sentence* 



(18) 87. Since this section is speculative, it docs not have the name checking 

requirements as the previous sections, but in my opinion it needs some 
revisions ~ e.g c overemphasis on ease of purchase of rifle. 



(19) 88. ‘forced* ? 

(19) 8 9. ‘Sharp angle* ? 

(19) 90. Can you verity this? 

(19) 91. If so t-bis escaped me. 



(20) 92. Do they claim this the first buluet fired, and did the first fired strke 

Kennedy in the front of the throat? 



(20) 93. I don't believe Dad-nan still claims thin. 



(20) I haven't seen this, can you find soma clips etc? 



(20) 93. Is this affidavit aviablo* 



(21) 96. Source. 



(21) 97. Fas the police car parked or had it come to a stop at an intersection 
or for sane other reason* (See life, Feb 21, p 80.) 



(21) 98® Perhaps unusual in Dallas, but not in other cities. (In most of the 
cities of Texas I have visited, I found it more ’unusual to, find two 
policemen in a patrol cor.) 



(21) 99. 'decided' is unfair ~ a pre judical word. 




(21) 100. Who charged this? Do you have clips? 



As I told you, I feel that this important section needs a complete 
rewrite » Since I am no ballistic expert, I n not costive just what 
gun or guns these various versions of the Oswald picture s ow, but 
they do indicate to my layman’s eyes that the gun shorn with Osw- ld 
is NOT the gun held up by detectives in Dallas, as shown on pages 
29 and 63 of the UEE book and in the even clearer UPI picture in your 
possession* The stock seems to be differently shajbed. 

As for the retouching business! my guess is that probably both LIFE 
and the Detroit Free Press versions were retouched, but is would be 
hard to prove that this was not forp purposes of better reproduction* 
The AP picture a3 reproduced in the New York Timas certainly does 
seem to lack the telescopies sight, but it is nevertheless the same 
picture, basically, as the one in Lilli* 

As for the contradictor-/ shadows. The shadow on the face does indeed 
seem to conflict in angle with that of his body. But it is hard for 
me to believe, knowing how they work at UEE, that they would have 
accepted a phony picture to the extent that a head would have been 
pasted onto a body, and i think this needs thorough investigation, 
part of which I can undertake®. 

In snorts more experts arc needed or. this section. I think have 

at least one. 



(2i|) 102. I know you want to revise this section after your appearance be .'ore the 

commission, sc I will make little specific, comment. 1 uo tuink 
it would be also to use the exact liwgu-tge of toe commission in 
naming the six panels. Also, 5 s it still true t ; t th > commission 
is not conduction independent invssti;/ liana? Madman told me that 
he had made a (favorably revolved) suggestion ih t they check the 
transcript of autopsy nredeedings r-ther teen .rely cn the find, report® 



j (25) 103 o Suff03t omitting this sentence, tempting as iu may bo. 

1 

(26) lOiu Does quote end here? 



(26) 1q 5* You will doubtless be asked why you did not send this brief to 

Warren in advance of its publication? 



(27) 106. I question this as a serious overstatement. You have not established 
Oswald’s innocence* You have raised serious doubt3 about his guilt© 




(27) 107. The word "totally" seems, to me, totally uncalled for 




(27) ' 108. 

(28) 109. 
(28) 110. 
(28) 111. 

(28) 112. 
(28) n3. 



See above - must be revised in light of commission^ hen ring you. 



What*s an !, offical" leak? 



"Absolute 1 * seems to me an over-statement* 



"Rejected" - recommend stating the actual Gallup question and the 
percentage replies. 



Date and results of Harris poll - again quota it accurately. 



"closed chamber" should be qualified because they did open your 
hearing at your request. 



(28) lllu Again suggest you restrain yourself on making this charge - cer tain ly 
at tills time, -iand krcbcqalxEsa in this piece. 



(291 H?. 



Which witness iiave been held incommunicado? 
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‘ I - Introduction V ‘ “V 

— ■ <* '*•' ■•'.•• • • ,: v -H w*. •, 

On December 6, 1963, the American Civil Liberties Union Stated 
** v - ♦ ■ 
that* 1 It is our opinion that Lee Harvey Oswald, had he lived, would , I'Yr’ti 

have been deprived of all opportunity to receive a fair trial, by the' : 

conduct of the police and prosecuting officials in Dallas D under pressure;' 

from the public and news media. 

■ - 

i: rom the moment of his arrest, until his murder two days later, 
Oswald was tried and convicted many times over in tha newspapers, on 
the radio, and over television by the public statements of the Dallas 
law enforcement officials. Time and again, high-ranking police and 
prosecution officials stated their complete satisfaction that Oswald 
%ias the assassin. As their investigation uncovered on© piece of evidence *. 
after another, the results were broadcast to the public. . r . , 









" . . . OswSldi* s trial would ... have been nothingbut a hollow for-'V^=t 1 ^ 



ff 5 lit y-" - •/ 

rapidly developing public relations campaign to convict 
> f Harvey Oswald without the formality of a trial, began at the 
his arrest and continues to the present day. At the very. founda^feV'O^'^S 
: our ludicial operation stands a cornerstone which provides prote©t|.bp^^.||'-'\^- 

.and fair treatment fd? the innocent and guilty alike. It protectC-tfe^|i"--1;j 

; .Vt- 

accused against manufactured evidence, against mass hysteria, againtl^^j^S^p 



5 • ' • '3SISI 

: over— zealous law enforcement officials. In essence, the cornerstone 

of our judicial system protects the accused against those factors 
Xi tat® for on automated pre- judged, neatly packaged verdict of 

Sior© common to totalitarian regimes. That cornerstone is the 

right of every citizen accused of committing a crime in this countr^^!^^ 



to the presumption of innocence. 









ill© -pres ujapt ion if innocence g i"t has been said by American.. 
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scholars, is the thirteenth juror who sits i n rn ■? . t 

J Slts in the 3ury box throughout -Vv’ 

e e ntlre trial ar * dQes nf>t uptn defendant hfls ^ 

" y tC er ° SS - C “" ine «»» *•». testified , wiM hl „, 

present witnesses of his own, and to te-tifv hl - "" 

, ar.o to testify himself, should he so desi r « 

No lawyer who had ever tried a crimir-n . 

„ , criminal case m an American court- 
room, could react with any feeling i Ps . , 

1 ^ 6bS thdn horror as Oswald was tried ■ 

“ t : ial a " d c “ victea “ il — * — • x - oone „ n . d 

h th ' ° f the ™ presumption of Iraoow># ln 

Z lMTy erl * lMl * Bd the "*•««■«» or alnost ineur . ount . 

; <* Built 5, those coses securi„ r , VMt _ of pub . 

lie coir.ir.ent . Perhaps never in _ 

never in tne history of our country had a defend- 
ant so totally been stripped of every ^irht 1 n - 

lr > iritis of an opportunity 

Oh th. development: or . defense, „ i„ th. casc cf T) , e p .„ pl . of ^ 

' -xas against Lee Harvey Oswaid . Accordingly, shortly after '• 

7 ld ' 3 death ’ 1 be “" *> — « — i» P~P««i.n for . Uw Kevi... 

Qr ‘• 1C “ S dMlln « wi th the difficulty of seourinc * f • w • 

, y JJ curing a fair haring in matters 

received wide and biased comment by the media. V \h 

^ ^ 3n eXdn:Snatl0n of the statement made by the Dallas 

At T ey * WadC * m3, hours after 0,. : 

uald's death. 0„ that occasion, Mr. Wad. st*s„ d that „ c „ d: . ' 

“ * a Tnat he would preseftt r 

the case against Oswald "piece by rieC e" Mr. w t ' 

‘ * f r * Kad ® stated that ha-Jhad ' 

sent many persons to their death- th. i * ■ 

t . n ^ ^ ^ ln the elec tnc chair with less evidence; 

than he had already secured against Oswald It sho.n , w 

-t should be remembered 

that .!*». i^cdistsly after Oswald's death, which occurred in the 

bi *'" ent ° f t,,e Uill “ -Uo he was hasdouffed t, two lw 

enforcement officials, the p a n . . 

A * officials announced that the case 

was closed and that there would be no further comment from them in 

ce to the assassination. Hours later, under prodding by the'. 

StateS JUStiCe Depart * ent ’ Wade assembled all of , the evidence^ 



.. ! “•S' 

^ l 



.,>4' 




and reopened the case for the purpose of proving to the entire world 

■ ■ 

that Oswald was the assassin. In preparing an article dealing yith 
the total destruction of the presumption of innocence in this matter* .. 

I was compelled to examine the case presented by Mr. Wade on November l 't; 
2**th, in order to determine what portion <f that case was leaked or 
publicly presented by Mr. Wade and by other Dallas law enforcement 
officials,, A cursory examination indicated that that which we suspected 
vjas unfortunately true =--- the entire case had been publicly presented 

while Oswald was still ‘lilive . This practice is generally considered by ! 

• ✓ « .. •• ^ 

prosecuting attorneys to be an unsound one, if one contemplates the 
necessity of an eventual trial. : 

An examination of the "evidence" presented by Mr. Wad-e, however, ".-••f- 

' if* 

revealed something in addition. The case against Lee Harvey Oswald wa*'- 

’ ^ - ’• :< - V 

a weak, circumstantial case at that time, and one based in part 

? ? 7 • Mfvv 

misstatements, inaccuracies and falsehoods. I then abandoned th«’ 

Review article, which, hopefully, will be considered again in the n«ar : \ •••'*. 
future, for the purpose of making a detailed analysis of the case . j •>'. 

against Oswald. My investigation into the facts led me to Dallas on, ; 
three separate occasions and to Fort Worth twice, as well as to Wash* 

• , *■ ;-V r . 

ington. I think thcit one may now objectively conclude that, were 

Lee Harvey Oswald today tried in the State of Texas for the as&aseina*» : 

* ■ - '.jifwi 

tion of President Kennedy or the murder of Officer Tippit, even in’ 

'.- y - 

hysterical atmosphere induced there by the acts of the law enforceodfi'ti^f ’ 

^ 

officials, he would, by the force of the application of the laws of OUlM-’iv.i 
land, be acquitted on both charges. ^ ‘ v '\ 



II ^ The Changing Evidence 



b 



It has been consistently stated by Mr. Wade and by th« Dallas,"-. 






•t- 
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Chief of Police, Jesse ;jpurry, that Oswald was present on the 



-Mi 
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■ : •••■'.. • • • - 

.floor of -the Texas Book Depository, and that from that window, he fired v " 

three shots, striking the president twice and Governor Connally once. 

.ihe first bullet to 3trike the president entered his throat at about 

the necktie kno* and ranged downward into his chest. The physician. '■> 

who signed the death certificate pronouncing the president dead, was :1 

V 

Dr * Ke ®p Clark , whose name appears on the official homicide report 
filed by the Dallas Police Department , and attested to by two police : 
officers. 

8 ,.k- 

On November 27th, the New York Times reported, "Dr. Kemp Clark, 

who pronounced Nr. Kennedy dead, aaid one (bullet) struck him at about 

the necktie knot. 'It ranged downward in his chest and did not exit’, -vv^- 

* ^ f. t-Hy •. 

the surgeon said". On the came day, the New York Herald Tribune* ,*'%& 

stated that, "On the basis of accumulated data, investigators have con- ' v ,’?' 

eluded that the first shot, fired as the presidential car was approach- 

v. •» 

ing, struck the president in the neck just above the knot of his n«ok% 
tie, then ranged downward into his body"_ j: 

Surgeons who attended the president at the Parkland Memorial 
Hospital described the throat wound as "an entrance wound". (St.. Lou&a 

I 0 V: 

Post Dispatch, December 1.) Dr. Malcolm Perry explained to Rfchard 
i&an 9 Washington correspondent for the St« Louis Post Dispatch t thathu 

began to open an air passage in the president's throat in an effort'. • 

' * 7**‘5 ..*•* 

“to restore his breathing.. He explained that the incision was made v-.' 

A . t **T , 

through the bullet wound, since it was in the normal place for the 
operation. "Dr. Perry described the bullet hole as an entrance wound.” 

(St. Louis Post Dispatch, December 1.) Dr. Kobert K. McClelland, one 
of the three surgeons participating in the operation, later stated 
tnat. It certainly did look like an entrance wound". He explained * 

that he saw bullet wounds every day, "sometimes several a day. This ' 

did appear to be an entrance wound 1 ' , One doctor noticed a frothing of 

, ‘ 

... . 

• r - ' • 

■ , *« 



* v c 

• -v .• i, v-y 

■ssse 




' v . , ’ ■■ 

. ' "the blood in the neck wound. "He's bubbling air"* the doctor aa Id 

Two of the doctors, Dra. Peters and Baxter, inserted a tube into pxv+Mg 
right upper part of the chest, just below the shoulder, to' re-skpandll^ 
lungs and keep them from collapsing. Drs . Perry and Jones inserted a/;S5 
similar tube on the left. This activity was necessary because the V.'. 
bubbling air indicated a hole in the president's lung. 

ll "r- ,*'■!' .V • 

The P ros «cuting authorities confronted with the irrefutable evi-S';^ 
dence that the president had been short from the fron in the throat ..'Sti'i 
concluded that the presidential limousine must have been approaching':^© v 
the Book Depository building when the first shot was fired. Indeed* 
the New York Times stated on November 26, 19 6 3 ^ "The known facts about. 5X 
the bullets, and the position of the aseasin, suggested that he startsdi^ 
shooting as the president's car was coining toward him, swung his 
in an arc of almost 180°, and fired at least twice more." » 

The prosecution case quidly took form. Oswald was the assassi^^ 
and he acted alone. In fact, almost the only consistent position 
by the prosecution from the outset to the present time is in its^tt®i£?p 
cevotion to that theory. Newspapers 1 throughout the country canfisd^^ 
pictures of the assassination scene, superimposing upon those pictUris^^ 
• dotted^ lines indicating the trajectory of the three bullets, with tb^fi 
first bullet strking the president as his limousine was moving 
the Book Depository building. However, it soon bicLe essential 
the. prosecution to totally abandon that theory. Every ‘witness prei&f^f 
agreed that the presidential limousine approached the Book Depository ■■©:§* 
building, made a sharp left turn, and was some 75 yards past the build- : 
ing before the first shot was fired. In essence, the prosecution^*;'^ 
ieft with the theory that Oswald, while ^acting alone, shot the preai^^ 
from the front from the back. Quickly^ °Life Magazine moved to- tbi 
c. In its D.c«l*r 6th issue, in a full peg. article enti«*^|^^| 




' t0 Nag8in « Ruaor8J s i* Critical Seconds", Life conceded 
by this time the limousine was 50 yards past Oswald and the ■ 

, back was turned almost directly to the sniper, it has been hard to «jf| 
der stand how the bullet could enter the front of his throat. Hence l r 
the recurring guess that there was a second sniper somewhere els®; But,^ 

the 8 Ban * fU ® 6hows the President turning his body far around to the '' 
right as he waves to someone in the crowd. His throat is exposed ' 

toward the sniper's nest just before he clutches it." ; 

tt***^* Unf °Sj Unately f °Js LifQ ffiagazir - e and theory which they «nuo- ; 
ciated, none of the witnesses present at the assassination scene agreed;^! 

thC presiclert had turned around and was facing the Book DepositOlfc^ 
J>^ When thQ flrst ahot was fired * Mrs. Ccnnally , the wife of the 

** GOyern ° r ° f Texas ^disagreed. Reporters' present on th$ scene, i^dlad-'^l 
f ng fOUr employee ® V °f the Dallas Morning News, disagreed. Eventuall^^S 
DaIIas police and the Dallas prosecuting authorities disagreed 

■ (fJ ^M erhaPS a! ° St Unfortunate of all » Life itself , in its November 5$th : |i|p^ 
^V^ 8Ue * the iSSUe preceding by one week th * development of that thaor^|^S 
COntalned P lctura * which » with Life's own epations, showed concluei^Sle 

/Ni- -at 



ly that the president was facing almost directly to the front when';^|^® 
first bullet was fired, and so Version No. Two, explaining how 

.w-* . '-■■‘W'-fMmi 



shot the president in the front of the throat while many yard® behind!^ 
him, was disposed of. : 

Ther® could be but one explanation at this point in order to ..." ^Jf<§ 
maintain that Oswald was the assassin and .that he acted alone. The • . ' . 
entrance wound in the front of the throat would have to be changed. 

The president's body was sent to a Naval Hospital maintained by the', 
eovernlfflWY at Bethesda, Maryland. An autopsy was performed there ?' * 'WSl 
The Dallas authorities, the FBI and the Secret Service had until -that 1 MS 
time shown no intere in ^-n i l.i _ * . ■» . i / -V 



time shown no interest in meeting with or talking to the doctors who 

■ ' T -•'•f JvV* \t&. 

... - 
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, - -Pht to save President Kennedy's llf . « the Pariland ^arf!® 
ospital , although lt seemed clcar that the ^ ha(j ^ 

ln refcr ' e,iCe to ,h * Mtu ~ — * - of ^.tct i». ^ 

portaaco. It ,„s not until after the autopsy B . s perforce that two " " 

Secret ^ . f .„s, armed ui h tho autopsy Kp „ n , iamayaa t<) 

raxlds to explain to the doctors there tha- th„, > ,* v 

that the - v had be «n mistaken and th, 

6 entraOCe W ° Und in thG - reality, an exit ,ound caused 

" " bUUet tra8tf * ent ° r b ° ne exiting through the throat f roo 

an entrance WOund hi ^ in the back of the head. t 

Setting aside for the potent those pedicel considerations which W 

would lead one to believe thit =„ .* 

31 an exaBindtl on conducted many hours 

a f ter death is less valuable due tc the irred-’ ,t, h + • . ' ’ 

ne iKj..eclxate deterioration of " v 

ti=»ue than an examination conducted during the closing ^ of 

" °” e KO " der0 h °“ «" •— «l« could so accurately ag''S| 

sess the wound in the throat after the tracks < ' ' T'fgS 

' crache otoiry nad been perfor®«tf 

y r ' Assuming^ the validity of report transported by "XmM 

the tU ° SeC:et S,rVl “ »*« -explanation for the frothing!! 

at the thmrint *.-u. . . 



- ,e roat and the collapse of the president's lungs. since suc^lf 
results would not he attendant upon a head injury. ,ssu 

\. every shilled Physician in ^ Perhland 

- " St0ti " e * 1 ~« »•>«»>«. certainty that the wound in 

..the throet was an entrance wound with the bullet ranging downward ^ 

... y into the chest and puncturing a lung. one is at a total loss to ■ W 
>j* *?*> thC of the president's lung. d '. 

:y;r Consistent with the original medical evidence u xh „ fac^hat" ^ 

r ‘' eSid0,lt *— — *- «» front, an ope, . -rinded proee- d -■ $$ 
: M " ™ WiWOtV b ° dy — “ »« compelled to give consideration: d’S# 

mzrrr that n °“ e preem ** tha B ° dk »»naws# 

"til ' iCt6d firSt WUnd UP °" president. An examine MM 

'-V . • .:. ' ' ?" X •• '! 

' ■ ■ . ' r;.- :■ 
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. < ■ . • • *>«•. ' '••»' V.' 

s.vT' tion of the statements' made by the eye-witnesses to the assassination ^ 

would lead one to conclude that the shots were fired not from the 

i . Book Depository building directly behind the presidential limousine* «•; 

33 . . . \ 

hut from the general area of a gassy knoll and triple overpass directly 
in front of the presidential limousine. . . w : ;: 

• 3*1 . . W 

Perhaps the spectator closest to President Kennedy when the "v 

• . first shot struck him vjas Mrs . Hill, a teacher in the DailaB 

public school system. Mrs. Hill told me. that she was standing across , ij 

• the street from the Texas Book Depository building as the presidential , ., 

• •• car approached her. She heard from four to six shots fired, They all 

came, in her opinion, from the grassy knoll near the triple overpass 
in front of the presidential limousine. She saw a man run from that. '..^n 

area from behind a concrete facade onto the triple overpass. Standing 

' • H 3 k> ■ -W” 

alongside of her was Mary Moorman, who took a picture of the president -.jvy 

■ * ir 

just before the first shot was fired . Agents of the Federal Bureau of v 
Investigation took the film from Miss Motrrman and gave her a receipt, ' J 

o • S& 

which she still has in her possession., ' . 

Tom Wicker, a member of the Hew York Times White House staff, 

3 7 , 

who was the only Times* reporter in Dallas when President Kennedy was 

” ' 3 3 

assassinated, in an article appearing in SR, January 11, 1964, stated » 

■* 1 3K3 

that, "As we came out of the overpass, I saw a motorcycle policeman 
drive over the curb, across an open area, a few feet up a railroad 
bank, dismount, and start scrambling up the bank." 

, l, . Ronnie Dugger, Editor of the Texas Observer, stated in that 

\A* 3 f ... 

\ . .Vr publication on November 23, 1383 that, "On the other side of the 

>!0 ' ";hv 

overpass, a motorcycle policeman was roughriding across sere grass . 

hr ■> ■ }.■ . 

to the trestle for the railroad tracks that crossed the overpass. 

- h . He brought his cycle to a halt and leg>t from it and was running up \ 

. the base of the trestle when I lo6t sight of him n . 

\ " '0$ 

•••*«>« . • . • :• .;~;w 
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Ml. 



James Vachult, a reporter for the Fort Worth Star-Telegram,. 



saad, "I heard the shots, several. At the triple overpass. " Jerry ' 
Flemmons ^reporting in the Fort Worth Star-Telegram on November 22, 

1S63, stated that, "Kennedy was gunned down by an assassin apparently 
. standing on the overpass above the Freeway". Mary Woodward, a Dallas; 
Morning News staff writer, stated in the Dallas Morning News on No- 
vejnber 23 » 1963 that she and three co-workers waited for the president 
to pass "on the grassy slope just east of the triple overpass". As 
the president approached and acknowledged their cheers, "he faced 
forward again and suddenly there was a horrible ear-shattering noise 
coming from behind us and a little to the right". Miss Woodward said 
that "instead of speding up the car came almost to a halt. ' , 

Tilings are a little bit hazy from this point but I don't believe 
anyone was hit. with the first bullet. The president and Mrs. 
turned and looked around as if they too didn't believe the noise waft’ 
really coming from a gun. >/;: 

"Then after a moment's pause, there was another shot and I' sawS^BI 
the president start slumping in the oar." 

The other three employees of the Dallas Morning News present 
Mies Woodward all agreed that the shots came from their right and 

• ' . V v * •. vyt*v M 

hxnd them; in short, from the grassy knoll or the triple overpass* 



not from the Book Depository building to their left. Miss Woodward*;^: 









statement that the first shot did not strike anyone is consistent. witfc; 



- ••H' 



Kr-Sq Hill’s statement that there were from four to six shots fired, y. 
end both statements are totally inconsistent with the theory of the 
prosecution that three shots were fired. In addition, James A. Chaney‘^i^| 
a Dallas motorcycle policeman, told the Houston Chronicle November 24^%§| 






1963, that the first shot missed entirely. He said he was six feet 
to the right and front of the president's car, moving at about IS miles JiSl 

■t . 
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*n hour. "When the first shot waa fired, I thought ».it •"W**’ '* 

.Chaney said. - *;■■ 

„ ‘ 

s Kiss Hill stated that instead of questioning her as to the' Bum— 

\ .;•' - ' .. •• •. . " ■ : \ / 

• her of shots fired, an agent for the United States Secret Service V&'iiJifjQ. 

' ur 

so intent upon preserving the prosecution theory, that he told hs.h^thht ■ J.j... 

. ■ r ' '- A' 

■ ?w\- only three shots were fired. He explained to her that there were . 

'■ three wounds and that they had three shells, "so we are only saying. . 

three shots”. Secret Service agents also raised wi th Miss Hill the 

•'» • • 

possibility that after she heard the third shot, she heard firecrack- . '-A - 

<" eijs or echos. Despite the blandishments of the Secret Service, Miss ,/ •! 

Hill continues to maintain that she heard from four to six shots. ...... 

Standing directly in front of the Book Depository building 

when the shots were fired were 0. V. Campbell, Vice President of —.y 

< thefirm and Roy S. Truly, the Director of the Book Depositary, • Mr.. •_ _.;/i **3$ 

/,< f . 

Truly was quoted in the Detroit Free Press as having stated that ;h® ' 'v'r 

thought that the shots came not from the building but fro® th© gen- 

eral direction of the overpass and the grassy knoll. Dallas Horning- 

' ...H- 

News on November 23, 1863 reported that, "Campbell said he ran toward t 

a grassy knoll west of the building where he thought the sniper had- , : 'Jh 

hidden. Seymour Weitzman, a member of the Dallas Police Force, 

■ . v - ; - j t-j cj . .. 

submitted an affidavit to the Dallas District Attorney* % office, 



-.vi\ ' . 

«, llv,' 



stating that (he) ran "in a northwest direction and scaled the fenae - .j-i-U- 1 ' 

\,fo -Piy 

towards where <w<g> thdhght the shots came from". Officer Weitzman ,. v^ftyr# 
ran in the general direction of the grassy knoll or overpass. .Of f icer.v^A^, 
Weitzman *s affidavit continues, "Then someone said they thought the . 
shots came from old Texas building. I immediately ran to the .Texas ' ■ 
building and started looking, inside." Hr. Weitzman is the officer 

" :K.V-v' .; 

who found the alleged murder weapon on the sixth floor of the Deposit** 

.. . . iv^- 

ory building. Mr. Truly later stated that although he believed . 

•f : • . 

" •. . . /; 




V JL A / 






shots came from the direction of the overpass, when he saw a ' 

officer dash into the building- of which he was the director,, ho 
decided to join the officer in order that he might be of assistance . tV--, 
to bin . And so we find that the only two persons on the scene who 
entered the Book Depository building immediately after the shots 
were fired did so although neither one believed that the shots were 

- . 53l .a:: 

fired from that building. Only one witness has yet publicly stated 
that in his view the shots were fired from the Book Depository — -■ 

ss 






s /’v 



\ <s * 
: ' Z 

r r* 

. ’ + 



Dallas Police Chief, Jesse Curry is that sole witness. 

Thayer Waldo, a reporter for the Fort Worth Star-Telegram',' 
was standing at the Dallas Trade Mart, awaiting the arrival of Ppes- 

'A 

ident Kennedy, who >jas to speak there. With him was a captain of 
the Dallas Police Force. Seated nearby in a police cruiser was a 
sergeant. Mr. Waldo heard the sssgeant excitedly call the captain 
to the police cruiser to listen to an important polie radio bulletin. 

Both the captain and Mr. Waldo arrived at the police cruiser in time. . ~ j. 
to hear this bulletin, "Bulletin. The President has been shot . • . It -i» : <• ’ 
feared that others in his party have been wounded. The shots came 7v?tfrfv 
from a triple overpass directly in front of the presidential auto- 

EiObi le . " •. N 

. 

■ • •’ /* '** : V 

Patrolman Chaney stated that "the motorcade stopped momentarilyCj|i^ 
after the shots rang out", a statement consistent with Miss Woodward 

. 5 it ' ?$$$& 

estimate. One must wonder why the Secret Service agent driving the - ' 



'y*i* 



presidential limousine would bring the automobile almost to a ccm-> . 
plete stop if, in his judgment, the automobile was being fired at 



, . - * r v vs 









I A 



.. Xy*A- *< 



from behind. Under such circumstances, one would expect the driver 
to accellerate immediately. However, if the agent driving the '/ 

sine felt that the shots were coming from in front, he might •. t£*jtng 
■the oar to a halt in order to avoid getting closer to .the sniper*v*£ , -3^11p^ 
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■ ' viA '^ 1 -V&oK 

* , ■ ; Hr- 'V-^v -^\+ 

in charge of the Dall*#v--^'i' * 

5“7 ■■Of : -:;MX'' / ' : 

r '&\rioZi'} . 1 V. ^ -t j ‘.-Jf.N ... . 



Roy Ke Herman, the Secret Service agent in charge of the 

operation on the 22nd, the photographs reveal? looked backward"a|^4: 

the president after the first shot was fired, but then turned' arount^^' 

and looked forward tov;ard the overpass during the firing of the. 

naininf shots. '* / iv?-! 



Ill - The Rifle ’ 

— ' ''■I' * *?»■ 

Shortly after Oswald’s arrest. District Attorney Wade state/* . * - 
that the murder weapon was a German mauser, 7. 65 mm and that it had 
been recovered by the police. On the day following the assassination. 
Officer Weitzman swore in an affidavit that he discovered a rifle on 
the sixth floor of the Book Depository building. In his affidavit, 

Officer Weitzman stated, "This rifle was a 7.65 mauser.!." Both the ">■ * •” 
prosecuting attorney and the officer who discovered the weapon war e&jf . . 
in absolute agreement as to the calibre of the rifle and as to its 
nationality. The following day", however^, when the Federal Bureau of ' J : - 
Investigation revealed publicly that' Oswald had purchased an Italian-- ' 
carbine, 6.5 mm, under the assumed name of A. Hidell, which carbine. * ' •. ; ' F 

had been mailed to a Post Office box maintained under his own name 
m Dallas, Mr. Wade quickly reversed himself. The murder weapon,,,, 
perhaps the single most important item of physical evidence in this 
or any other crime, miraculously changed both its size and national**- ' 0* 
ty, and became an Italian carbine, 6.5 mm. Almost all Italian car- 
bines have engraved upon them various designations in Italian, and 
invariably s bear stamped upon the metal action portion of the rifle, 
arabic numerals signifying their caliber. Almost every German- maur ’ 
ser aver manufactured bears the same designation. How it was- possible /. % 
^ 1 f ° r Kr * Wade » who had served as ^Dallas district attorney, an import-v^^Q 
,)<J ant position since Da llas leads J :he__mi lon in mur ders, and who feadfe :u V ‘ ^ 

- '&M 
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• served ** «« agent for the Federal Bureau of Investigation for "4 
four year, before to be' „ dearly In error In refere„ce ; t||l§P 

*ost important portion of physical evidence in the most i»port«ft|lltS 
case that he has ever handled, is as yet totally unexplained. 

Officer Weitzman would swear to an affidavit which was totally in Wf 
error also remains unexplained. 

, Assuming that the weapon found on the sixth floor was in 

( faCt an Italian rifle . one must question the allegation that Os- 
wald was able to fire that weapon accurately three times within a 
pericf of f i^o ne -ha 1 f seconds. An Olympic rifle cham- 
pion, Hubert Hammerer, said he doubted it could be done with the 
weapon allegedly used. The Dallas Sheriff, Bill Decker, said he 

believed three shots could be fired in less than twenty seconds. 

. (j J L k 

(Washington Post, November 27th.) The FBI and the witnesses agree' 






6 ? 






that the elapsed period was between 5 and 5 1/2 seconds. In Milan*, 
xt was reported that the manufacturer of the weapon stated that the 

weapon could not Eire three bullets as rapidly as the Dallas police 
stated that it did. 

V/jnile debate may continue whether the rifle in question was ' ’ ' 

capable in the hands of skilled expert of the performance, the. / ' ' 

prosecution insists it gave, all agree .that such a remarkable display-: •;! 
of shooting would be^ beyond the ability of a™ person less qualified 
On November 23rd, the New York Times reported? -As marines go, Lee ' 
Harvey Oswald was not highly regarded as a rifleman." •' . * ' "i 

The rifle mystery continues with a statement’made by Dial -M. 

Ryder, an Irving, Texas gunsmith, who stated that he mounted a tele- 
scopic sight on a rifle for a man named Oswald during- October 1963 . - . 

Mr. Ryder was certain that the rifle that was brought to him at that 
time was a .303 British Enfield or an 03A3 American Springfield army 



w *i " 




";&'5 — Wei ^ b ° rCd in - ^% ri y e bought to h£& by -.a .jsan ~'b*tng. 

'’ t,l0= ' '” iltm - Klei "’ Kl'eir, ' S .^0rt lc£ ; c 0 0is,‘SI^fi 

'°-' 2r hC ' USe ' UlU ‘ :1 ’ sent an Italiiln car-bins to Oswald -in Balias, ' statia^^ 
‘ ■Tv-A ^ t ^ ltalian Karbin<! care equipped with a telescopic sight, and i;SJ| 

'■^ 0 ^ the h ° 1C ‘‘ I" a statement nade to Augusto -Karcil^ji 

** the Iti,lii,n 

■ ^The FBI V.Aic- uat.oo,i' ..'a. ,... 7 ' -i; if. 



And IF that *8 the' case , Vby?" " s ; 

v- ' ■ , ,; 

-N , At ° ne t ‘*' n!e it wag alleged by the prosecuting authorities? 

,.was found on the bolt of the 



.. " . 7 w<, ° S«o«c .in tne Dallas 

^jP%p*': ine ." i,at ’F' Il: I . had to ° ut «» <*» thing, it woii a : »S^^R 

the. finserprints/pn the rifle and the book cartons whioh he 
;fftf:;^ - P »•..-“«•«' whan.asied what the police had "art tying 
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^ “ The Taxi Driver 

" ir ' Wi ” te thet *"* - taxi art... a hus took Mr 

fro. ‘-tioa. Accord Sn C to rh . district 

tri ^ J , _ ' \ “ ° ariver " as ClicK. In rry first 

”‘ LtiI the * 61 cornel Department of the City 

• r<3r,s Fetation Ct--j*Gny , the one ect-anv irono-olv 
Dallas 'H * 1 * operating taxi cabs in ' 

Has. .hey assured re that there never had been - , - 

. , . . na ° Leen u Daryt Click who 

bad driven a taxi in Dallas. Subsequent to • ■ 

, fef,t to original statement, 

he stated that j 

X3 unver who took Oswald f rojB the 

r- *° h -“ c„. u . a ter flrl „ r r th,, 

i ":: <u ' ntini *- riH , „,. r across th . 

OntlTG b'ixth (loc v of Tlill 

‘ • Uas warehouse, then walked down four' 

igito of stairs, again crossing the ert’rr i'-r i 
. . 1 ‘ o,.tdie warehouse floor, until 

^frivin^ at a coca * ... ■ 

eventually, it was alleged, Oswald 

'* hutldinp, MltK . considerate distsr.ee, tooh . bus . w ■ 

eventually left the bus. William Whale- ^ lo %, .. b 

J ^ lo & shows that Oswald \-.A- 

entered the taxi after having performed the ' • • 

nf ‘ ,cl,orre ^ the series of acts referred ./ 
co above, at exactly 12*30 m *r> K . , . 

y n . .ho shots that hilled the ..resident : MA 

were fired at 12:31 |> M * ' 



V- Faraffir, Test 

Th 77 d " y aJtGr thC aSSaSSinati ° n * Chief Curry told the assembled 

rr ““ thC parSfUn tMt — d th « — - «- —m. 

^ ha ' J fir “ • - rarer f in test, is oondsoted by 

placing warn, paraffin cn the hard*' *rr 

“ nc fflce OI the subject and then 

treating the paraffin r-rtc , n >v, 

i in Cl ' ots with various chemicals rr +-w t 

_ , e J cats . if the hands or 

~ ace have come ir. close ’'roxi-itv + r 

* f;SS rele - a sed by the weapon's fir- 

£011<I “ - ^ — in suspension, the 
“ U Fr ° Va POSitlV °- — • • —pic amounts cl toothpost . 

• ■ 7 : 1 ' ■ 

. . • • • '<&r T 






*v •-v:;? 
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• • ■ • <i :>-y V • ■ 

or urine will bring about a similar positive response. A negativ.e^Xlo jjK- 

response, on the other hard, may lend to prove thet the subject 1 has^^p-^^^ 

not fared a weapon. Exhibit No. 1 tested by the Pallas City Council ; : "t 

Criminal Investigation Laboratory contained a paraffin cast of the 

right side cl the lace of I,ee Oswald. Exhibit No. 2 contained a -• •; 

paraffin cast of the left hand of Oswald and Exhibit No. 3 contained;-. a- -y 

paraffin cost of the right hand of Oswlnd . While Exhibits ? end 3 'S ■■ 4 

proved positive, indicating that Oswald might have fired a revolver,;. ' *k* 

the result of the examination of Exhibit No. 1 stated, "No nitrates •' •• KV - 

were found on Exhibit No. 1." This test tending tc prove that Oswald^''" 

Clio net lire a rirle on November 2?pd was conducted by Louis L. And^r— •■■■' f-i 

son on bc-vcrber 23 , 11-63 for the Dallas District Attorney’s office. : 

7S .•••:>• ' 

Nr. A no er con’s report states that the specimens tested were "discarded”. 



VT - Tu pit ^ 

It ;ias been alleged that Lee Oswald, after- assassinating the*, 
president and wounding the governor of Texas, tilled Patrolman J, D : 
Tippit. The details of the allegations against Oswald for the- murder ' 
of Tippit have never been publicly released although the Dallas police • 

go 

and district attorney officially charged Oswald with the murder of • 
Tippit many hours before he was charged with the assassination of 
President Kennedy. In a story printer! in the New York Times on 

SI . , v 

November 23rd, bearing a Dallas dateline, and the legend, "'Special to 
the New York Tirrer", it was stated that Officer Tippit ran into the 

‘‘iff-. ' 

rear ci the theater to arrest Oswald . "When they spotted the man 
Patrolman lippit fired a shot. It was returned by the suspect iden- 
tified as Oswald. The patrolman (Tippit) was bit by the return fire 
and died instantly." Subsequently we were told that Officer Tippit ></• . 
.was killed on the corner of East- 10th and Patten Streets. An eye- 
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witness tc the Tippit killing stated in an affidavit submitted’ to \>* r z: 

■ theBallas district attorney's office on the 2 2nd day of November, ' ’ rf : '■ 

• *v. ■» 

if- i ; - 

1963 , that, "I saw a your,: white man walk up to the squad car oppo- 

site the. driver’s side, lean over and put his arms on the door of the . o' 'm 

car for a Lew seconds, then straighten up and step back from the car 

two or three feet.. At this point the officer got out of the squad 

car and started around in .front of the car, and just as he pot even ' ' 

with the left front wheel, this yo.ur." white ran shot the officer apd 

the officer fell tc the pavement." In the entire affidavit, the d-e- ' : " v ' 

ponent , sr: alleged eve-witness to the murder of Officer Tipoit, is 

83 

ksk unable tc: describe the assailant excert as a vounp white man. •”». 

g>> 

According to Bob Cons id me, writing in the * issue cf the' ! ‘- 
New Vci k Journal American, there was in addition a witness, Mri o.%v ; ,.,.. 
Reynolds, who he a Ac the shots fired at Officer Tippit and ran .out . 
intc the street £w in time to see. the assailant running away while '?•,%. ■ 

\ reloadiy, his pistol. On the day of Hr. Reynolds , while' y? ; .}■* ' 

closing hi f. store for the evenin- , raw 7 worecrone core from behind e 
file cabin t with a rifle in his hard (?) . This assailant shot Mr* .V' 1 •• 
■Reynolds through the head and escaped. The police arrested a Dallas' '" j 
figure named far ner for questioning about the attempted >„'• 

murder of Reynolds . Mr. fairer war able to produce Miss 

Mac Per. all.: , formerly a strip] cr at the Carousel Club operated by Jack ’-'c, 
Ruby, who stated that r rrncr was with her at the time of the attack ' 
upon Reynolds;. Because of her testimony, no charges; 'were placed against 
Garner and he was released. Shortly thereafter. Hiss MacDonald was 

.1 • *-f - 

arrested in an unrelated ratter and placed in a Pallas jail. T$e 
next day, her body was discovered banging her cell where she had .. ... , 
allegedly cojnffii'tted suicide. Perhaps the most remarkable aspect of . 



es 

this bizarre story is the failure of the press, with, the exception .j, 



. i, J‘ . 
V.T“' 






1 ~'i O: 







Of the Journal American, to report: it. Surely noone can 



there has been. little press cornet upon inconsequential and J 

unrelated aspects of the case. Time magazine, on February 14, 1964^ 

broadcast to the entire nation the fact that Marina "once confided to ^ 

a friend that he (lee Oswald) had .intercourse with her only "about .once ’ 
every two months". ' : 



VII - Narrative l 

■ * r- 

If all of the allegations iradd by the prosecuting authorities- V* \ 

‘‘i'V 

are accurate, one nust believe that Oswald behaved in anost unusual- 
manner. He decided or Thursday, Never ber 21st that he , as going to ? * 

assassinate the president. He had on his person $13. 00, 'and in the 
top drawer of his dresser in the or.c, reert which he rented in a board- 
inp house in Dallas, $150.00 in cash. Although one car purchase a i/ ' 
rrfle in numerous stores throughout Dallas, Oswald decided to journey • 

f ; C!T: Dal1 ^ t0 Irvir '« *" to secure jp Italian carbine, then ' 

wrapped up in a blanket i r a p *r c .^ + v • . , • 

*■ r ' ,c ' repcirkabl e about: 

that decision. First, he sought to secure an ancient unreliable rifle 
wmle for just a few dollars, he couln have purchased a superior weapon ' 

^ ^ ^ s • S^oonc-lv. 0 ii w fi 3 c* radr -* 

n,aac ,? J on- journey in oraer to use for 

the assassination, the only rifle in the- entire country which could be ; 

traced to u. . Title which he allegedly purchased through the Bail 

and which was sent to a goat office for raintained by hit, in his own ... ' 

hswe. Oswald then carried a rifle fore than three feet long, wrapped' 

in brown paper, into the Book repository Building, a building directly 

on the presidential route. We had , enn informed or hove. her 21nd that 

the Secret Service was to engage in the greatest series of precautions 'v 

ever taken to protect an American president's life. This' eoncentrition 

In Dallas flowed from the fpir cf +-i-,. . 4 

V j,e Iear cf t,lC ' ^trere right and was based upon'/..' 

• , ' 

/ v ». • 

V - . • . 




the fact that, the then Senator Johnson and Mrs. Johnson were spat 



in the face in 1960 in Dallas while campaigning for President Kennedy-1 
and for himself. Shortly before the president’s trip to Dallas, the ! 
Unitec States Ambassador to the United Nations, Adlai Stevenson, waV 
struct exth a placard ny some an| ry Dallas extremists. Adlai Steven- 
son and Arthur Schlesainger, Jr. both later confided that they had ; 
great reservations about the wisdom of President Kennedy’s trip to 
Dallas uncer such circumstances. It is difficult to understand how" 
Oswalc was afcle to walk into a building, directly on the presidential...,..' 
route while carrying a rifle, the building bcir r at the very point \ , 
where the presidential limousine would be force":' ^to slow down as it 1-7 

shor, angle turn. It is also difiicult to MxfetHK«xixyx understand., 
why Oswdi, whose background was extremely suspicious from a Sec 
Service-Da lias Police-FBI point of view, was rot placed under suW^ahS 
on November 22nd. While the local authorities insist that they W ' ' 
not- know of Oswald s presence, the fact remains that FBI agent Hosty ' ' . 
was informed on more than one occasion by Oswald’s family and jjeigh-v 
bors of his place of employment, and. it was later discovered that , 

th * was aware cf the i£Ct that Oswald owned a rifle.' It is''" alstf|S^ 

known that the police authorities placed under surveillance during . 
the entire time that President Kennedy was in Dallas, these persons 
who had done nothing more than to speak , cut publicly for the ihtCgra^v^ 

tion of the Dallas public school system. DVD 

Oswald, it is alleged, waited cn the sixth floor of the nook ' 
Depository , for the presidential limousine. The automobile approached 
the building ana slowed down, as it began to turn. At that point, .. .. :• 



eve., with the rixle allegedly m Oswald's possession, and given his 
lack of skill with that weapon, he might have struck an occupant 

. -j 

the lusounne, had he fired. However, according to the prosecution"; 

■ >. y-. »77 •' 'J-. -M 
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• ' • V *“’•«? 5W Vi* 

. -t. •••.'• 

•• 'v.V . .-I'-!' 

theory, he waited till the automobile was 75 yards beyond hiift, anti 'gairt^jig^ 

■ ^ -r. ' ' ■ ■■ ■ . *. 7 ‘'v rj 

speed before he fired the first bullet, which struck President K^n$«dyf'^ 

in the front of the throat. Oswald then fired two more times, leaving ’•< 

03 ■ " : '^h- ; • 

on the scene sor.c- five bullets, according to Richard Duoman, Washington' " T 

corrs spender. t i ov the St. Louis Post Dispatch , walked across the entire 

' -‘i 

warehouse floor to the stairwell where he place the rifle. According -X 

to the prosecution's theory, Oswald then walked down four flights of ’’ 

stairs and then across the entire warehouse floor to the £xt*nx® front of- - 

the building where he purchased a coca cola. A police officer charged ■ ! 

up the front stairs with his gun drawn and sought to arrest Oswald* ’ 

Tru ly intervened on Oswald’s behalf, stating that he (Oswald) was 

employed there. Truly later stated that Oswald's demeanor was very* <jalxR ' 

although he. did seem a little concerned, according to Truly, about ,-ttie ’/*;■ 

pistol being pointed at him. Oswald then, it is allied, after having!.',: 

delayed long enough for a police cordon to surround the building, then; f “T 

-left the building. We have not as yet been -informed by hr. Wade as- to. 1 ^ 

how Oswald escaped through the police line, but we have been told that' 

Oswald walked many blocks in order to secure a bus which he boarded, 

Oswald, in attempting to escape from the scene of the assassination*'. ?■>$- 

OH , ..I--'.' 



boarded a bus which took him directly back to the Book Depository 
ing, according to the affidavit of the bus driver.^**" 





'• '* . ; - p ; 
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Oswald left the bus to secure, a taxi driven at : - if 

?•'• •* Click, later changed by Mr. Wade to William Whaley. Mr •",■ Whaley Bta'teWv'/’v”^ 
■ , . ■ " 

‘that he drove Oswald sot to his home as alleged by Mr. Wade , 

, •• 

proxxmately half of a mile beyond his home. Oswald then »' we- ar© ! toiflv '& 

‘ / '•.■ > * V ,' ' W f . /■■■" W1 K •*' 

■ ' ' ^ * ’i 

walked or ran, approximately one-half mile back to his house to 8®cupi:'4; m 
. . ■■■ . • > 

V ; :v ; jacket’ , although it was extremely warm in Dallas on. that day. t ■ Oswald » 

] r ‘ possibly attempting to leave the jurisdiction after having loft. behi^^?4-2 



a. rifle which he knew could be traced to him, aj^i after he ■ lef 
place of employment during the middle of the day, neglected td' 

• with him the $150 .00 in the top drawer of his dresser, perhaps * 



4 * * .. 

mining that the $13.00 on his person was sufficient for the ' 

: <?7 

then, wo are told, walked up to a parked police cap, plade 
•<r|^y^*®a on the door and shortly thereafter shot the police'off 










assassinated the president, wounded the governor,' 

1 police office, then decided to - go to the movies While in 

•.%{.„ ■ ’••••' 

• - 4 K v;- ; . Oswald, who was calm when apprehended by a police officer 

ZOO’': ;k|ii 

;•••■;. allegedly assassinated the president, wan so agitated -in 

after making what must have seemed to him to be a 

that he changed his seat repeatedly, calling attention to 

resulting in his arrest. After his arrest, I think it 
.' .*vv. . . 

that the millions of persons who saw Oswald on teleyisioi^'^l 

charged with two horrible crimes, might have concluded that s 



• . .1 v - s , rv>'a-v 

x,i?: the circumstances, he seemed quite calm again. Through«>ttt:''’t^^^'^%'^ ! j 
hour 3 .of questioning by Dallas police, the FBI, and the 
vXn" :'• Oswald maintained that he was innocent and that the ' chargee\Sj|l^^%^r^' : '%“'lA.: 



' ' j'X <■■■ 



him .were ridiculous. 



[• ^e-' *'. ' w ^iq v . 

■K.tenrjys 



V'. ,-^k ! . ■ • 

' Vi)’ 1 ' 'v.';.’ • '; .'(rt'-'Wfk* ■« 
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Ikrv,;. 







'<:■ .: '.j-v/ r a <«> ■ 

°'“° f r.m,r)cabla aspects about 'S' 

"■• : ' Jl th ‘ E1Ea " tl0 ho “ farpotrated on the Aoerioan p .i opl c iyBr/Sxlll 

° n P rQ8S in the production and circulation »v v ’'■ ■•• >'$$3? 

' '•«• trv ^eolation throughout the., entire eb^| 

' ■': ' POPtiM * ° f the “° rld - ° f • *«<« shoeing Ue Harvey 

-I' ' ' " P0S “ SSi0 " ° f th8 — — • «.«!»*. .or.ijft 

.j tn.o.tWhUMM than ■« «# th. other publications. placed! thjfc^ll 
■J P*«t.» Oh the front outer of its february 21 , 1 st* issue, 

J - d ° C£,Ptl ° n ’ ” Li!e °“" ald With «** ’'“P— he used to Mu'Pz^a* 

"4 ■ ^ 0ffiC " TiWit ”‘ African used th. s^S 

V. ; ,. . captfon for the sere picture appearing on its front pe g e on'r.b^g-lS 

’ aad ' d th " 0S “ 3ld “* «>« sere title in a n Jggl 

° . B * 3 ' r S ”* r * 1 Ed “ ln *• • «>. dournel h„er 

Jr ? ~ S ° UrC0> > *“***~ Copyright. lu^UiTM 

m r rr *° pre % ihd pi — - m th. n^mm 

J,f — hruary V. lm e„ d „ as credited to the 

. ^ . V An identical picture auc eared in w ■ 

_ appeared in Beesoeek «,«!».„ „ ar<!h 2 ,^2,96^ Jft|| 

Mm* M 0rSdit8d t0 the . EStrCit Fr “ • the pictures areiiSS^I 

m o “ i : t respeot - the «- — i 

• th * r *■“*• <«.u, ** «. » Jor 

M Magazine and dournsl African Photos shoo Osuald holding a r«I|Slg§g 

.-</;*«, beare 3 telescopic sight mounted upon it The nh + . ' " ' 'v 

v , . "• p * The Photograph sppeariftg^tn^l^e 

, , Haw Yori ^ Times bears no telescopic siohi- tp , ^ ^ 

M ■■■"}/. ' . t p s ^ ghte The Photograph 

lddiCatea — a entirely differ fr^Sl 

j s? n; r ta ° pictui ' es in that osuaid ±a aii ° Bedip h ° idi - 

m ; : - , * 1 “ tie - 3ecti ° n -• i-. - 1„. 

• sk at the Associated Press' and'^|^^CT 
sM-M 1 they V ° Uld be good enough to, secure for ® e a glossy - ^ 
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• ~ '<< •. T: v ; 

y ° U in any norn,al ^ttar, this picture was not being' ' treated : 



.a normal fashion by them and they therefore could not make it avail- 
able to me. They agreed that this was the first time that they had 
ever taken such~a„ position in reference to a picture. They informed 
me that they had an unusual contract with the person who gave them 
this picture, which prohibited their giving a copy of the picture to 



- >• 'M .> 

'*P: 

* 



-"i r 



me. I explained that I did not Wish them to breach their contract in 



'■’A' 1 - " 

tfi.. 



any respect and that if they would be good enough to give me the - ' 

. name of their source for the picture 0 . I would speak directly with 
tne source in an effort to secure the picture. I was informed • that ‘ vX-S'v 
their contract with the source prohibited their making the name of ; 
their source available to anyone. An important newspaper then called**., 
the Associated Press and asked for the source of the picture. ' The ' 
Associated Press responded to on® of their most important subscribers*,'^ 
in exactly the same fashion that they had responded to me.. 

Sven a cursory examination of any-of the three rifles alleged-^ft 

ly heid by ° 3wal<i in the Pictures reveals that none of them in any :’;-i Xut 
way resembles the stock of the Italian carbine or the stock of'ahy * *1^ 
other rifle manufactured in the nineteenth or twentieth centuries. ;i ivf/ 
The fact emerges clearly from the various pictures that at the very 
.Least, the majority of the pictures, or in all probability, all of IQ 
the pictures have been severely doctored in order to place a rifle ' iii 
Oswald *s hand. Life magazine, perhaps understandably, ha refused "my 

3 ,.tv“ .. 



request for a copy of a glossy print of the picture which they pub- 

lished and any information as to the source of their picture. Per-v^P^P' 

• . - *(- • ■« ''-X; 

haps the Times-Picayune of New Orleans, November 24, 1963 s . indicates'' ; 
r\. the original source of the pictures now so widely circulated. 
fe laS Police --Jesse Curry said Saturday night photographs found- 

^ ho “® of Lee Harvey Oswald's Russian-born wife link him with' 

\ .V' •- 1 >.• • > . > * , 





rifle used in the assassination of President Kennedy. Curry said ' .f • • 
the pictures found in tha home in suburban Irving, Texas will be 
used as evidence in Oswald's murder trial. Curry said Oswald was 
confronted with the pictures and with other evidence but still pro- 
tested his innocence." 



IX - Warren Commission 

I have the greatest respect for the Chief Justice of the 
United States Supreme Court, who with courage and integrity has led 
us through a very difficult period of days as a consistent exponent 
of civil liberties and civil rights. However, I have no faith that 
we will ever be given the facts by the commission. While called the.. 
Warren Commission, its majority is comprised of a former' CIA direct- 
or, former FBI agent and two Southern Democrats. I rely upon the 
Chief Justice for the opinion "that you may never get the facts in 
your lifetime, and I mean that seriously". He later stated that 
where questions of rational security arise we will check with the * 
national security agencies to see what may be imported. He will 
not have to go very far to'find them. They sit with him right there* 
on the commission. Since the commission has indicated that it will 

9 

conduct no investigation of its own, will rest solely upon the 
results of investigations conducted by the governmental agencies ~ 
read I BI , Secret Service and Dallas police - one questions whether 
the commission will ever itself secure all of the facts, let alone 
release them to the American people . 

ihe Commission divided its job into six broad areas of in- 
quiry as follows: 

1 - To cover every detail of Lee Oswald's activities on 
the day of the assassination. 





■ * v •*>- * «•« . 1 •$%' *■ • ■ .. v * . 

\ ^ .v r.V vT - s '■■■■'■< . 



2 - The life and background of Oswald* 

3 - Oswald’s carter in the Marine Corps and his stay-' 

Soviet Union. " •• • 



'■■ \ ‘H't ' 

' ' V 4 “ Oswald’s death in the Dallas police station. • * 

5 - Jack Ruby’s background . ;•■ •• * •* : 

’’ 6 “ The procedures used to protect President Kennedy and a 4- \ • 

V.-’ * 1 r J 

. * scrutiny of the Secret Service, the FBI and the Dallas . 

Police and the influence, if any, of hate movements in the ’I' 
Dallas community . 

Inasmuch as the commission is relying for its investigation^^^^i 

solely on the reports of the Secret Service, the Federal Bureau 

Investigation and the Dallas police, it is difficult to under stand -how '4* 44 

it will be able to fairly evaluate performances of these three organic': ,4*: 
* ' ' y 

* zations. Far more basic, however,, is the failure of the commission to 

. . ; v ‘O V^''T 

establish a seventh panel, one dealing with the question of who' as- ^44 

sassinated the president of the United States-. One can only assume ' 

..4-. " . ■ ■ : '4'b’ , 4 ., 

that the commission presumes Oswald to be guilty and presumes that 'thdy'^^' 
' will determine who the assassin is through Panel No. 1. '• ' v 4 44^^*444^ 

. The morning while I appeared with Marguerite Oswald , - tlle.^'i " . .^4 

mother of Lee ilarvby Oswald, before counsel to Panel No. 2 of ;.the 
quiry dealing with Oswald's background, Mrs. Oswald expressed a 

* -*.V 

to read Time magazine. There was a copy of Time on a desk in- 
■-!•=> fice, and while J. Wesley Leibler, an attorney for Panel No .- >:2 

looked through various documents belonging to Mrs. Oswald, I asked. ■ Mr 
Leibler if he had any objection to Mrs . .Oswald’s reading that -.public®— 
d ' tion * He daid he did not object at all. After a short while Mrs 44' 

.} S' - ' ’ Y—f. 

V ,v V Oswald became quite concerned end stated that many of the quotation* " ^4 

• -4/4' that particular issue of Time magazine were inaccurate. iD SeeJt- 

ing to comfort her, I explained that if the time arrived whan ’ Tiw^ 4i^4'4^tv 
•$$$&< : 5 ■ ' ... 

, ■■ ...... ■; 



. : . 
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" W ° te 3 l0ng and inVolved story without a single inaccuracy, that vould^ 
. b * * Precedent-shattering moment. Hr. Leibler then stated, "I have . 
read that article thoroughly and it is absolutely accurate". The article 
which Mr. Leibler commended sc highly stated that the commission had 
concluded thaf'Lee Harvey Cswlad killed Kennedy and wounded Texas* 

Governor John Cot.nally, and he carried out the assassination without an 
accomplice" . The remainder of the article merely seeks to support that ' 
stated position. Thus, counsel to one of the panels has indicated 'that 
the commission has reached a conclusion prior to hearing any substan- 
tial BxitfKKisr evidence. 

# 

Perhaps more disconcerting was my conversation with Albert Jen- 
ifer, a Chicago attorney who functions as Chief Counsel to Panel No. 2. 

In my conversation with him on the same 'day, I asked him to explain ' 
the anatomy of the investigation which found a six-phase inquiry est- 
ablished. He responded by stating, "I can't tell you about the other ' 
five panels, but I can tell you about myjanel. Cur ultimate goal 
here in terms of securing information about Oswald’s background is to 
determine his motivation on November ??nc^ In other words, Mr. Jenner 
stated that before the commission examined a single document or heard •> 
a single witness, they had determined that Oswald was the assassin and ‘ ‘ " 

sought through the establishment of Panel No. 2 why Oswald shot Presi- 
dent Kennedy. 

Tne commission has functioned in a most unusual fashion in 
reference to efforts to secure counsel for Lee Oswald. On December if/* 
1963, I sent a brief to Chief Justice Earl Warren indicating that 
there existed serious doubt as to the guilt of Lee Ilarvey Oswald. 

In the letter which accompanied that brief I called upon the Chief 
Justice to appoint counsel to represent the interests of Lee Harvey 
Oswald before the Commission. In a letter dated December 30, 1963 
J. Lee Rankin, general counsel to the Commission, thanked me profusely ^ 



profusely for the brief, but made no comment on my suggestion that', '.$< 
defense counsel be appointed. 

^Almost one month later, after I had been retained by Mar- 
guerite Oswald to represent the interest of hei son before the 
Warren Commission and after I had inferred the Commission that I had . 
been so retained, I received a letter from Mr. Rankin stating that: , 

'•'The Commission does not believe that it would be useful 
or desirable to permit an attorney representing Lee 
Harvey Oswald to have access to the investigative-. ma- 
terials within the possession of the Commission or to 
participate in any hearings to be. donducted by the 1 . 

Commission.” 

Subsequently the Chief Justice stated to me personally, and 

to the press repeatedly, as aid Counsel to the Commission, that 

Oswald was not on trial and that counsel would not be permitted to ' 

represent him. Since that time, as a result of repeated trips to 

Dallas, I have secured statements from witnesses and documentary evi~ 
tOh 

dence establishing the innocence of Lee Harvey Oswald . 

' _ . ; 0 q 

While the Commission remained totally unconcerned about the 
development of such evidence, tens of thousands of Americans, in- 
cluding thousands of students at the leading universities and law 
faculties at leading law schools, have expressed a deep and continuing, 
interest in such evidence. 

In this light, the appointment of the President of the ultra- %, 
conservative American Bar Association may raise more questions than 
it resolves. 



Will the Commission begin its proceedings anew, now that it 



recognises for the first time the necessity of representation for 



Oswald a£ all stages of the proceeding? Will counsel appointed by 



the Commission conduct an investigation in order to adequately per- 
form his function? Has either the Commission or counsel “appointed 

, X 

. x 

by the Commission yet developed an interest in the evidence in my 

« 10S 

possession establishing the innocence of Oswald? 



A : ; 

:■£ 
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■X - Conclusion ■ “ '• id* 

* ■ . vNK/:ii 

There seems to emerge in times of national crisis a depth -of 

'•> •: 

derstanding among the American people, which is inexplicable by thft'uset'^ 
of any ordinary standards. In view of the overwhelming radio, television 

l QQ ■ _ ''<? 

and newspaper baragfi, the official leaks from the FBI, from the Dallas - 

police, and from the ^Warren Commission, all seeking to prove without Vi 

question the absolute guilt of -Lee Harvey Oswald for- the assassination 

of President Kennedy, large numbers of Americans have rejected that" con-. 1 

elusion . Shortly after the assassination, the Callup poll showed that-roS* 

than half of the American people rejected the official* prosecuti'c^vers^, 

of the case, and within the last few weeks , a poll conflicted by 

Harris, President Kennedy’s personal pollster, showed that ove* 

. U£ 

45,000 ,000 Americans had sesas serious doubts as to Oswald's inyolylte^t^- 
.in the assassination. Under these circumstance, the case 



narvey Oswald is not closed. Under these circumstances, no report ' 

>t 3 

brewed in a Washington closed chamber proceeding and based upon inves -'-' '?A 

' ,.J u ' •>' ?* 

ti gat ions conducted by Secret police and then screened through 
political representatives and representatives of the CIA and FBI .wiil'^ 

-v >7 

satisfy the doubts that persist and the doubts that continue to ' grow , • 

V,’e have been told that there is a question of national security/ involvod^^ 
in this case. Clearly, if it is true, as the prosecutors and invest iga-i,;'^ 
tors claim, that Oswald was the assassin and that he acted alone^y 7% 
can be no question of a national security involved in the assassinati^]^ 

Why then the secrecy? : / ' '• ’• 

- ’ ’■ 

I suggest that the question of national security has •- < 

s,his matter since November 22, 1S63. This nation, founded uponqtfee 



• > { * 
✓ V 



doctrine that the people alone bear the responsibility for decisioi^iS/1 
-• making in our democratic society can exist as a free and open society- ^|jf^ 

. , " ■ ^ People are informed. The closed chamber proceedings' in, 

" : V'. 






■ r^T ^ CO " CM /'r^ Chfl " Ci " 8 surpreased reports 

T dinr - cf • s — *>. »U «,... ^ „ l0SIO L 

threaten the rf . ® 

lira^. e of our rat inn a c 

it, ha - ic r - “ 0rp ln rortP„t, they threaten 

its na 0 xc security as a f r(0 „ ma * 

c ' c -‘ c '^ocratK nation. This article is 

" "" f ° r rUrPr!Se °‘ * f «« «* «ny .rawer, or to 

j ”!'" 1 r‘ ,Um ' tf "° rl “ •’ b<SUt " hat "«* ^PPened on Bovonher J 2 t f— 
- — l~ -h the hope that the ur ,_ Mt 

be answered, for these quests on*, tnn ■, 

an _ ‘ ‘ 3 pld ' PUe ° lir natic ” until intelligible 

answers are secured. To those who insist thit th 

lone . 1 thc curtai ” of silence a- 

l0ne " 3li Protect the national fieni rff, r ,, 

Peg.jy , Frr , . ecu...,.;,., I surest the response cf Charles 

e y> : : c : ch ur , n th . Drcj , fus caee , 

enough ^to ^dishonor arHi^r a* f f prace f ul a «, is 
a pangrenous spot, which neon ’-nrc-H° ? ratl °n. It is 
body. What we defend is m V P " dr cver thc whole 
ft- honnr of our iXd r,? »<« only 

our nation, the horor of ‘ the historic honor of 

children. * ° f ° Ur ancestors, the honor of our 

He concluded, "Our adversaries were concerned ‘with t? 
tion of our country, we a 

V ’ ^ arS C ° nCerened ^ salvation of its et^ 
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End Draft 1 
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